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A DISCOURSE. 


II. SAMVEL, xv. 3I, fs" 
— And David ſail, O Lurd, I pray thee, tin the counſel of Alito, be! 
| into / oolifhe (5. ; | 


'Trnoven God condeſcended to frame a 
civil conſtitution for his own people, and to take the 
adminiſtration of it into his own hands; yet they ſoon 
became weary of his immediate ſuperintendency, and 
requeſted him to grant them a King, that they. might 
be like the nations round about them. In.righteous 
diſpleaſure, he granted their requeſt ; and. anointed 
Saul to reign over them, who proved a ſevere ſcourge 
for their ingratitude and folly. BurSaul's ſuccaſſor was 
a man after his own heart, whom he choſe and appoint- 
ed in mercy to Iſrael. Accordingly we read, “ He 
choſe David his ſervant, and took him from the theep- 
folds: From following the ewes great with young, 
and brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Iracl 
his inheritance. So he fed them according to the in- 
tegrity of his heart; and guided them by the ſkilful- 
neſs of his hands.” At this time, the people of Gud 
certainly enjoyed a government wiſely conſtructed and 
faithfully adminiſtered ; and yet they were guilty of 
the ingratitude and prefumption of forming a conſpi- 
racy againſt it. This conſpiracy was concerted and 
carried on, by the art and intrigue of one of the king's. 
own ſons. Abſalom, who had'a gracetul appearance, 
and an inſinuating addreſs, ſtole away the hearts of the 
people from David his father. Having detached their 
affections from their rightful and faithful ſovereign, 
he diſpatched emiſſaries into all parts of the nation to- 
prepare them for a general revolt. And the beiter to 
ſucceed in uſurping the throne of Iſrael, he ſent for 
Ahitophel his father's counſellor; and having gaincd 
him over to his party, it is faid; © The conſpiracy was 
ſtrong ; for the people increaſed continually with Ab- 
ſalom.“ All this was done, before the king had the 
leaſt intimation of the traitor's deſign. At length, 
here came a meſſenger to David, faying, the hearts 
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of the men of Ifrael are after Abſalom. And David 
{aid unto all his ſervants that were with him at Jeru- 
ſalem, Ariſe, and let us flee : for we ſhall not elſe efcape 
trom Abſalom : make ſpeed to depart, leſt he overtake 
us ſuddenly, and bring evil upon us, and ſmite the 
= with the edge of the ſword.” Agreeably to this 
reſolution, David with his family and friends, togethei 
with the Levites, immediately left the city; and, amidfi 
the cries and lamentations of multitudes, paſſed over 
the brook Kidron. There they made a ſtand, and con- 
ſulted together upon the moſt proper meaſures to be 
purſued, in order to ſave themſelves and the kingdom 
from ruin. Having come to a determination, they 
moved forward, with ſlow and ſolemn ſtep, towards 
mount Olivet, “ weeping as they went up.” In this 
diſtrefling hour, © One told David, laying, Ahitophel 
is among the conſpirators. And David ſaid, O Lord, 
J pray thee, turn the counſel of Ahitophel into fool. 
thneſs.” This was the moſt pious and pertinent pe- 
tition, that could have flowed trom the heart and lips 
of David, on ſuch 2n occaſion. His own fituation, and 
the ſituatien of his kingdom, called aloud for the pe- 
culiar interpoſition of the Deity, to defeat the malig- 
nant counſels of the enemies of good government.— 
—_— every one will naturally draw this juſt conclu- 
ion: 
That it is proper for a people, under a good gov- 
ernment, to pray that God would defeat the deſigns 
of thoſe, who are aiming to ſubvert it. * 

To illuſtrate this ſubject, I ſhall, 

I. Briefly deſcribe a gaod government. 

II. Inquire who may be ſaid to be aiming to ſub- 
vert ſuch a government. And 

III. Show the propriety of praying, that the deſigns 
of ſuch perſons may be defeated. * | 

J. I am briefly to deſcribe a good government. 

Some ſuppoſe; that one form of government is as 

dod as another, provided it be equally well adminiſ- 

tered, If this opinion could be admitted, all obſerva- 
tions upon this head would be entirely ſuperſeded, = 
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But there is no foundation to imagine, that the good. 
neſs or badneſs of any government ſolely depends up- 
on its adminiſtration, It muſt be allowed, that the 
ultimate deſign of civil government is to RESTRAIN 
the corruptians of human nature. And ſince human 
nature is the ſame, at all times, and in all places ; the 
fame form of government, which is beſt for one nation 
is beſt for all nations, if they would only agree to adopt 
it. Hence politicians may arrive-at as great perfection 
in the art of government, as in any other art, which 
is founded on the principles of human nature. - As all 
mankind are naturally /e/j/þ ; ſo it is neceflary, that 
every individual, in every civil community, ſhould be 
conſtrained, to act in conſiſtency with the general good of 
the whole. That form of government, therefore, 
which is the beſt calculated to promote the general good 
of · the people, is abſolutely perfect in its kind. Were 
a ſet of Rulers to frame a conſtitution to ſuit them- 
ſelves, they would be apt to frame it ſo as to promote 
their own intereſt, in oppoſition to the intereſt of the 
People. Were a particular People to frame a conſtitu- 
tion to ſuit themſelves, they would be apt to frame it 
ſo as to promote their own intereſt, in oppoſition ta 
the intereſt of the Rulers. But were a number of en- 
lightened and judicious ſtateſmen to frame a conſtitu- 
tzon, in which they were never to be perſonally inter- 
eſted, they would aim to co1bine the intereſts of high 
and low, of rich and poor, of rulers and ſubjects ; that 
is, they would mean to promote the general good of the 
whole community. This is the ſuprame and ultimate 
end, which ought to be pxopoſed in every conſtitution 
of government. But fince a government ſo conſtruc- 
ted will neceſſarily croſs the private intereſts of all in- 
die'ividuals, it is further neceſſary, that it{hould provide 

for its own ſupport, independently of the People. Jul to 
far as any civil conſtitution allows the people to aſſiſt 
or control their Ruler; juſt fo far it is weak, deficient, 
and contains the feeds of its own diflolution. For 
while the people are making laws, they are lawleſs ; 
and while they are adviſing or directing their rulers, 
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they ceaſe to be ruled. A civil conſtitution ought to 
reſemble a good time-piece. A good clock, for in- 
ſtance, will conſtantly and regularly move of itſelf, if 
it be only wound up, from day to day, or from week 
to week. $0 a good conſtitution will ſupport itſelf, 
without requiring any thing more of the people, than 


barely their ſetting it in motion, and chooſing their 


own rulers, at a preſcribed time, and in a preſcribed 
manner. After a government is duly conſtructed, 
adopted, and organized, it muſt ſtand perpetually, un- 
leſs it be ſubverted, either by the tyranny of the rulers, 
or the rebellion of the ſubjects, or the violence of for- 
eign enemies. For, it is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that any 
good conſtitution of government ſhould make pro- 
viſion for its own deſtruction. It is the great deſign 
of a Conftitution to draw a circle round both rulers - 
and people, and to fix the bounds, within which both 
may lawfully move. Whilſt it limits the power of 
rulers, it forms the maſs of the people into one body, 
and forbids them any longer to act as detached indi- 
viduals. Neither ruler nor ſubject, under a good 
conſtitution of government, -has a right to take'one 
ep, out of his own ſphere. So that ir either ruler or 
ſubject lifts his hand againſt the conſtitution itſelf, or 
does any thing with a deſign to weaken or deſtroy it, 
he acts the part of a traitor, and delerves to be treated 
as ſuch. I proceed, 

II. To enquire who may be ſaid to be aiming to 
overthrow a good government. | 

There is ſuch a great diverſity in the natural abil- 
ities, acquired knowledge, local ſituations, and tem- 
poral intereſts of mankind, that it is not to be expec- 
ted they ſhould be perfectly agreed in their political 
ſentiments. Individuals, therefore, may be good ſub- 
jects of a good government, though they ſhould really 
think, that its conſtitution is not ſo perfect as it might 
de; or that thoſe in adminiſtration do not, in all caſes, 
conduct public affairs ſo well as they might conduct 
them. But we may juſtly conſider thoſe as aiming to 
ſubvert the government, who endeavor to alienate the affec- 


( 
tions of the people from it. This was the method which 
Abſalom purſued, in order to take the kingdom out 
of his father's hands into his own. He uſed every ar- 
tifice to ſteal away the hearts of the people from their 
juſt and rightful ſovereign. And yet he had the ad- 
dreſs to keep his ultimate deſign out of the view of 
the public, until he was fully perſuaded, that he was 
able to accompliſh it. The two hundred men, who 
eſcorted him to Hebron, where he actually ſeized the 
reins of government, © went in their ſimplicity, and 
knew not any thing” of his treaſonable deſigns. "Theſe 
he had diſcloſed to none but his emiſſaries and friends, 
whom he had effectually ſecured in his favor. But it 
was true, all the while he was careſſing the, people, he 
carried a dagger in his heart, and was ultimately me- 
ditating to ſubvert his father's kingdom, and deſtroy 
both him and his friends. Korah, another traitor, 
employed the. ſame kind of artifice and intrigue, to 
raiſe a mutiny in the congregation of Iſrael. He en- 
deavored to detach the affectllons of the people from 
Moſes and Aaron, their conſtituted leaders. He firſt. 
inſpired Dathan and Abiram, with a murmuring and 
ſeditious ſpirit, Theſe perſons inſtilled the ſame ſpirit 
into the minds of two hundred and fifty princes of 
the aſſembly, famous in the congregation. And all 
theſe 1 themſelves together againſt Moſes, and 
againſt Aaron, and ſaid unto them, Ve take too much 
upon you, ſeeing all the congregation are holy, every 
one of them: wherefore then lift ye up yourſelves 
above the congregation of the Lord ?” Having heard 
this complaint, Moſes called upon them to come, and 
refer their cauſe to the divine deciſion. But they ut- 
terly refuſed, and boldly ſaid. We will not come up. 
Is it a ſmall thing that thou haſt brought us up out of 
the land which floweth with milk and honey, to kill 
us in the wilderneſs, except thou make thyſelf alto- 
gether a prince over us?” Thus they preſumed to ac- 
cuſe Moſes of aiming at abſolute Monarchy, though 
he was the meekeſt man in the world, and had never. 
in a ſingle inſtance, ſtretched his power beyond its 


KF: 
proper limits. But they knew that nothing could b# 
More directly calculated to alienate the altections of 
the people from him, than this falſe and groundleſs 
inſinuation. And if they could only gain this point, 
they did not doubt of overturning both their civil and 


religious conſtitutions, which was really their ultimate 


defign. Though their views were baſe and deteſtable; 
yet their reaſoning was juſt and concluſive. For thoſe 
who are able to detach the affections of the people from 
their government, are able to overthrow it. Indeed, 
this is the way, and the only poſſible way, of overturn- 
ing 2 good government, without the force of arms. 
Notwithſtanding the means and the end, in this caſe, 
ſeem to be remote from each other; yet they are very 
naturally and certainly connected. Accordingly when 
we find any deſcription of men inſidiouſly endeavour- 


ing to alienate the affections of the people from their 


government, we have no room to doubt of their ma- 
levolent and traitorous deſigns. They are certainly 
ſeeking the power of bringing about a revolution of 
government; and ſhould they attain that power, we 
may preſume; they will employ it for that purpoſe.— 
It is not to be expected, that fuch perſons will avow 
their object; but notwithſtanding all their evaſive lan- 
guage, their conduct declares them to be enemies of 
the government under whicli they live, and actually 
aiming to ſubvert it. It only remains to ſhow, 

TH. The propriety of praying, that God would diſ- 
concert the counſels of fuch deſigning and dangerous 
men. And this will appear, if we conſider, 

1. That the ſubverſion of a good government is one 
of the greateſt calamities, that can fall upon a people. 
A good govcrnment is the ſecurity of every thing, 
which they hold moſt dear and valuable in life. It 
protects their perſons, their properties, and all their 
evil and religious privileges. And if this foundation 


_of their public fafety and happineſs ſhould be taken 


away, they would be completely ruined. Hence Da- 
vid demands, It the foundations be deſtroyed, what 


can the righteous do:?“ It is the natural tendency of 
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fevalutions in government, to involve mankind in 
confuſion and miſery. This is but too evident from 
the experience of all nations, in all ages of the world. 
But we need only turn our eyes to Europe, in order 
to ſee the dire effects of natural convulſions and revo- 
litions. How many millions have periſhed, and are 
ſill periſhing, by the violent ſubverſions of govern- 
ment, in France and the neighboring States? Though 
Abſalom was {| eedily defeated ; yet his attempt to 
overthrow his tather's kingdom filled Jeruſalem with 
conſternation and diſtreſs. Indeed, there is no tem- 
poral cakimity, which any people have more reaſon to 
dread, than the fubverſion of a good government.— 
Whenever, therefore, they perceive themſelves expo- 
ſed to this tremendous calamity, whether by ſecret or 
open, whether by domeſtic or foreign enemies, they 
have abundant reaſon to call upon God, for his graci- 
ous and powerful interpoſition. And though they 
may not preſume to dictate the Supreme Diſpoſer of 
all events, as to the nianner or means of their deliv. 
efance; yet they may humbly and fervently pray, 
that he would ſend confuſion into the open and ſecret 
counſels of thoſe who are ſeeking their ruin, and ef- 
fectually blaſt all their ſubtil and malignant deſigns. 
#. 2. It is the prerogative of God to fruſtrate the molt 
ſecret and deſtructive counſels of men. He knows 
their down fittings and up-rifings. He underſtands 
their thoughts afar off. He looks on their hearts, and 
ponders all their purpoſes. They cannat conceive an 
evil thought, nor concert a malignant deſign, which he 
cannot perfectly penetrate and comprehend. He is able, 
therefore, to diſcover & diſconcert the moſt ſubtil and 
ſecret counſels againſt the peace and profperity of any 
people. This the inſpired writers firmly believed and 
abundantly taught. Job ſays, - I would ſeek unto 
God, and unto God would I commit my cauſe ; who 
doeth great things and unſearchable; marvellous things 
without number. He diſappointeth the devices of the 
ctafty, ſo that their hands cannot perform their enter- 
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prize. He taketh the wiſe in their own craftineſs: 
and the counſels of the froward are carried head - long.“ 
And again he ſays, „He leadeth counſellors away 
ſpoiled, and overthroweth the mighty.” The Pſalmi 

fays, The Lord bringeth the counſel of the heathen 


to 1 de maketh the devices of the people of 
et.” Iſaiah repreſents the Church as exult- 


none e 
ing in the protection of God, and under his protec- 
tion, bidding deſiance to all the combinations and 


counſels of their enemies. Aſſociate yourſelves, O 


ye people, and ye ſhall be broken to pieces: and 
give ear, all ye far countries, gird yourſelves, 


and ye ſhall be broken to pieces——Take coun-. 
fel together, and it ſhall come to, nought : ſpeak. 


the word, and it ſhall not ſtand :. or Gop is with us.” 
And Solomon fays, There is no wiſdom, nor under- 
ſtanding, nor counſel againſt the Lord.“ God has a 
ſupreme control over all the views and deſigns of men. 
He can either change or break any of their evil pur- 
poſes. If they zppoint g ne can diſappoint. If they 


concert ſchemes; he can diſconcert them. If they 


take counſel together; he can bring their counſels to 


nought. Or if they reſolve, he can cauſe them to 


change their reſolutions; for he has their hearts. in 


his hand, and can turn them, like the rivers of water, 


whitherſoever he pleaſeth. Hence it highly becomes 


a people to prayFthat God would confound the coun- 
ſels of their enemies, and not ſuffer any weapon form- 


ed againſt them to proſper. And this will further ap- 
pear, if we conſider once more, 


3. That God has often defeated the moſt deſtructive 


and deep-laid deſigns of men, in anſwer to prayer.— 
David entreated God to confound the deligns of Ahi- 
tophel. O Lord I pray thee, turn the counſel of 
Ahitophel into fooliſhneſs.” This prayer was gra- 


cioully heard and anſwered. Ahitophel adviſed Ab- 


ſalom to allow him twelve thouſand men, and permit 
him to purſue David immediately, and cut him off, 
while he was weary and weak-handed.” This ad- 


vice pleaſed Abſalom and all the Elders of Irael at firſt. 
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But Abſalom was ſo infatuated, that he inſiſted upon 
conſulting Huſhai, who was waiting for an opportu- 
nity of drawing him into a ſnare. Accordingly, Huſhai 
artfully oppoſed the advice of Ahitophel, and propo- 
ſed to delay purſuing David, until Abſalem could ral- 
ly all the tribes of Ifrael from Dan to Beerſheba, and, 
in his own perſon, lead them on to a triumphant vic- 
tory over his father and his party. This fooliſh, ro- 
NO ſtruck Abſalom and the men of Iſracl 
agreea 

the Archite is better than the counſel of Ahitophel.” 
The fage politician had too much pride to brook ſuch 
treatment, and therefore © when he ſaw thit his coun- 
{el was not followed, he ſaddled his aſs, and aroſe, and 
gat himſelf home to his houſe, and put his houſehold 
in order, and hanged himſelf.” Thus in anſwer to 
David's prayer, The Lord had appointed to defeat 
the good counſel of Ahitophel, to the intent that the 
Lord might bring evil upon Abſalom.” Sennacherib 
came againſt the defenced cities of Judah and took 
them, And in order to fave Jeruſalem his capital, 
Hezekiah made a treaty with the king of Aſſyria, up- 
on the moſt humiliating terms, and even robbed the 
Temple to fulfil it. But no ſooner had he purchaſed peace, 
at the expence of three hundred talents of filver and 
thirty talents of gold; than the perfidious Aſſyrian, 
in open violation of his ſolemn compact, ſent his gen- 
eral with a large army to deftroy Jeruſalem, which he 
had engaged to ſpare. And to accompliſh this deſign, 
his general attempted to detach the affections of the people 
from Hezekiah, by addrefling them, inſtead of him; and 
to heighten the inſult, ſent im a moſt impious letter. 
Upon recetving this letter, Hezekiah went up to the 
houſe of the Lord, and ſpread it before the Lord, and 
prayed moſt devoutly, that God would confound the 
deſigns of his unrighteous and inhuman enemies. And 
in anſwer to his prayer, the Lord ſent an angel into 
the camp of the Aſſyrians, who deſtroyed an hundred 
fourſcore and five thouſand men ; which entirely de- 
feated their deſigns againſt Jeruſalem, Whilſt Nehe- 


v. who unitedly ſaid, The counſel of Huſhai . 
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mjah was repairing the walls of Jeruſalem, after the 
Baþyloniſh captivity, the enemies of Zion did all they 
could to fruſtrate his deſign. And it was in anſwer to 
prayer, that their counſels and combinations were 
confounded, This is the inſtructive account. It 
came to paſs, that when Sanballet and Tobiah, and the 
Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Aſhdodites 
heard that the walls of Jeruſalem were made up, and 
that the breaches began to be ſtopped, then they were 
very wroth, and conſpired all of them together to 
come, and fight againſt Jeruſalem, and to Rider it. 
Nevertheleſs we mad? our prayer unto our God,” Their 
prayer was heard. For it came to bat ſays Nehe- 
miah, that when our enemies heard that it vr known 
unto us, and Ged had brought their counſels to nought, that 
we returned all of us to the wall, eyery one to his 
work.” - The Bible gives us another remarkable in- 
ſtance of God's confounding a deep-laid plot againit 
his people, in anſwer to prayer. Haman laid a plan 
to deſtroy all the Jews at one ſtroke. . And he ſuc- 
ceeded in carrying on his deſign until he was juſt ready 
to accompliſh his horrid purpoſe, But in anſwer to 
the faſtings and prayers of Mordecai and other pious 
Jews, God remarkably intcrpoſed, and completely de- 


ſtroyed Haman, and truſtrated all his defigns. Theſe, 


and a1 other inſtances of the ſame kind, which are re- 
corded in Scripture, clearly warrant, and abundantly 
encourage a people to pray, that God would diſcon. 
cert the counſels of thoſe, who are ſeeking to ſubvert 
their government, and involye them in national ruin, 
IMPROVEMENT. 

1. It appears from the political obſervations, which 
have been made in this diſcourſe, that we enjoy the 
beſt kind of tivil government, The Framers of our 
Federal Conſtitution proceeded upon the beſt political 
principle, that of the general good of the People, They 
took men juſt where Providence had placed them, and 
treated them according to thoſe diſtinctions, which the 
Author of nature had made among them. They found 
ſome rich and others poor ; ſome high and otherg 
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low; ſome more and others leſs diſcerning ; ſome mots 
and others leſs improved; ſome formed to govern and 
others to be governed : and they made it their main 
object, to give theſe various claſſes of men their vari- 
ous dues ; and to conſolidate all their various inter- 
eſts into one common, general, national Intereſt. This 
appears from the face of the Federal Conſtitution, 
which neither gives any peculiar privilege to one ſet 
of men, nor takes away any peculiar privilege from 
another. We know, that it grants no excluſive right 
to the rich, to entail their riches ; nor to the honor- 
able, to cntail their honors. And, on the other hand, 
we know, that it deprives no man of his natural right, 
to rife from poverty to wealth; from low to high 
life; from a private to a public ſtation ; and from one 
mblic ſtation to another. It leaves all the avenues to 
onor, wealth and power entirely open to all claſſes of 
men, who have a fair opportunity to riſe or ſink, ac- 
cording to their mental abilities, their perſonal con- 
duct, and the public opinion. Buch is the natural 
tendency of our government, to promote the general 
god of the People. | ; 
And it muſt be farther obſerved, that it is ſo con- 
ſtructed, as not only to promote the general good of the 
People, but to pet itſelf independently of their im- 
. mediate interpoſition. The People have nothing to 
do, in the affairs of government, but merely to chooſe 
the Preſidents, the Senato's, and the Repreſentatives, 
in a regular and conſtitutional manner. When theſe 
Rulers are choſen, it is their proper buſineſs to check 
and control eqch other, ſo as to ſupport the govern- 
ment, which they are authorized to adminiſter. And 
it appears from their paſt conduct, that they have ably 
and taithfully performed this part of their duty.— 
There have been vigorous ſtruggles, between the va- 
rious Branches of the Federal Legiſlature, to encroach 
upon each other, and to warp our excellent Conſtitu- 
tion ; but theſe ſtruggles have happily ſerved to 
ſtrengthen, rather than weaken the general govern: 
ment. When the Houſe graſped at power, and cn: 
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deavoured to curtail the prerogatives of the Preſident 
and of the Senate; thoſe two branches maintained 
their rights, and controlled the aſpiring views of the 
lar demagogues in the Houſe. The ſpeeches made 
in the Federal Legiſlature, in defence of our excellent 
Conſtitution, would, in point of learning, eloquence 
and patriotiſm, do honor to the greateſt ſtateſmen of 
ancient Greece or Rome. The ſupport of government 
cannot be placed in ſafer hands, than thoſe of our ru- 
lers. They are inveſted with proper power, poſſeſſed 
of proper information, and placed in a proper ſitua- 
tion, to watch and control each other, in the admin- 
iſtration of government. But the people at large are 
deficient, in all theſe reſpects, to look over the ſhoul- 
ders of their Rulers, and direct, or control them in 
their public conduct. Hence our Federal conſtitution 
has happily furniſhed the Three Branches of the Le- 
giſlature, with thoſe Checks and Balances, which are 
directly ſnited to ſupport the general government, 
without the aid of ſecret Clubs, excluſive Patriots, or 
popular Conventions. Whether we view our gov- 
ernment, in its theory, or in its operation, it appears 
to be the beſt that ever was framed by the art of man, 
It is every way calculated to promote the general good 
of the People, and has in every reſpect, completely 
anſwered this moſt important and deſirable end. No 
nation ever increaſed faſter, in numbers, in wealth, in 


power, in mental improvements, and in all the arts of 


living, than we have done, under the benign influ. 
ence of our excellent government. W 
2. It appears from What has been ſaid, that goo 

government equally tends to reſtrain men from tyran- 
ny and levelliſm. There is a natural propenſity in 
all mankind, to run into one or the other of theſe po- 
htical evils. The higher claſſes of men are more in- 
clined to tyranny,and the lower clafles of men are more 
inclined to levelliſm. But a government calculated to 
promote the general good of the people, naturally 
tends to prevent the higher claſſes of citizens from en- 
croaching upon the lower, and the lower from en- 
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croaching upon the higher, by protecting all claſſes 
equally in the enjoyment of their natural rights. Ic 
muſt be allowed, that the higher order of the people 
ought not to deprive the lower order of their eaſe, 
liberty, or property ; and that the lower order ought 
not to deprive the higher order of their honor, wealth, 
or influence. The rich have as good a right as the 
poor, to be protected in the full enjoyment of their 
natural advantages. This is the dictate of Scripture 
as well as of reaſon. It was a precept of the aw of 
Moſes, “ Thou ſhalt not countenance a por man in his 
cauſe.” Poor men often wiſh to have more than their 
due; and their poverty often pleads with Judges to 
grant them more than their due. But juſtice requires 
the Judge to be as tender of the rich man's intereſt, 
as of that of the poor man's. And the Bible enforces 
this dictate of juſtice. * Thou ſhalt not reſpect the 
perſon of the poor, nor honor the perſon of the mighty.” 
Hence good government, which is founded upon the 
principles of Scripture and reaſon, is the only poſſible 
medium between tyranny and levelliſm, and equally 
tends to reſtrain both. A good government grants 
no excluſive privileges to the rich and great, and of 
courſe reſtrains them from tyraunizing over the lower 
clafles of the people. And, on the other hand, a good 
government grants no liberty to the lower dalkes of 
the people, to bring down the rich and great to their 
own level. And ſo long as a government effectually 
guards its ſubjects from too great Equality, and from 
too great equality, it promotes and ſecures that per- 
fect Liberty, to which all have-a juſt and equal claim. 
Many ſeem to imagine, that there cannot be perfect 
liberty without perfect equality, or that liberty and 
equality are inſeparably connected. + But this political 
ſentiment is one of the moſt wild and abſurd, that ever 
entered into the mind of man. When Providence 
has given men unequal abilities, unequal advantages, 
and unequal poſſeſſions, it is a violation of the laws of 
nature and religion, to reduce them all to a level. it 
is, therefore, the,peculiar excellence of good govern- | 


(- WI 


ment, to ſupport natural, and to ſuppreſs annatural dif: 
tinctions among men, by giving property a free circu: 
lation through the hands of — of people. 80 
long as rich men have a right to ſquander away their 
property, and poor men have a right to acquire it, it is 
impoſhble for wealth to be fo unequally enjoyed, as 
to endanger the freedom of the people. That govern- 
ment, therefore, which allows rich mer! to become 
poor; and poor men to become rich ; and which treats 
poor men accordiag to their poverty, and rich men 
according to their wealth, muſt neceſſarily draw # juſt 
line between tyranny and levelliſm, ard preſerve that 
political hberty, which directly tends to promote the 
peace, harmony, and proſperity of every civil com- 
munity. Hence, | | | 

3- A good government is a proper Teft of men's 
politieal prineiples. All men pretend to like a good 
government, though they widely differ in their polit- 
ical ſentiments. But notwithſtanding alt the party 
names, which men beſto upon one another, on ac- 
count of their political opinions; they may all be 
properly ranked under the three following claſſes; 
namely, the friends of Tyranny; the friends of Anar- 
chy; and the friends of Good Government. The 
firſt claſs with for a government, which grants exclu- 
five rights and hereditary honors and diſtinctions. 
They want to riſe above their fellow mers, by unjuſt 
means, and to have it in their power to trample upon 
the great maſs of the people, with impunity. The 
ſecond claſs wiſh for a government, (if it may be cal- 
led a government, ) which levels all diſtinctions, coun- 
teracts the laws of nature, and allows them to equal 
thoſe, whoſe fortunes, abilities and characters are all 
fuperior to their own. The third claſs wiſh for a 
government, which is founded in juſtice, and neither - 
increaſes the advantages of one part of the people, nor 
diminiſhes the advantages of another; but protects 
the rich and the poor, the high and the low, the ruler 
and the ſubject, in the full enjoyment of the various 
bleflings, which Providence lus beſtowed upon them. 
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Nov, it is eaſy to ſee, that men of this laſt deſerip- 
tion will be entirely ſatisfied with a good government, 
when they actually enjoy it ; becauſe it actually an- 
ſwers all the purpoſes, which they deſire a government 
to anſwer. If, therefore, the government of theſe 
United States be a good government, as we have 
ſhown, then all who underſtandingly approve of it, 
and are ſatisſied with it, are friends to gaod govern 
ment; but on the other hand, all who diſlike and op- 
poſe it, are either the friends of tyranny, or the friends 
of anarchy. It is impoſſible for thoſe WHG with to be 
tyrants, to like our government, becaule it is directly 
calculated to reſtrain tyranny ; and it is equally im. 
poſſible for thoſe who wiſh for anarchy or levelliſm, 
to like our government, becauſe 1t equally tends to 
reſtrain diſorganizers and levellers. All the objections 
which have ever been made againſt the ſirſt principles 
of the Federal government, have been founded upon 
either the principles of # ranny, or the principles of 
levelliſm. Hence we have reaſon to expect, that all, 
who perſevere in oppoſing the Federal government, 
will finally appear to be either tyrants, or levellers, in 
r Men of good political principles may he 
ed aſtray by artful and delgaing demagogues, to diſ- 
like our government for a while ; but when the prin- 
ciples of it are clearly diſplayed, and the conduct ot 
the rulers founded upon thoſe principles is fuily de- 
veloped, they will cordially unite with its preſent 
friends, in admiring and ſupporting it. It is probable, 
the time is not far diſtant, — party names muſt all 
ſubſide, and all the people of America be divided into 
friends or enemies of good government, according as 
their political principles agree, or difagree with the 
ſtandard of our excellent Conſtitution, 
4. We learn from what has been faid, that our gov- 
ernment 1s equally balanced between tyranny and an- 
archy. Every good goverument is a medium between 
theſe two extremes. For, it is calculated to promote 
the genera! good, and to ſipport itfeif independently of 
C | 
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the People. Theſe two properties of a government 


properly balance it, and keep it from leaning towards 


tyranny on the one hand, and anarchy on the other. 
But ſince no civil conſtitution framed by man, is ex- 


actly balanced between a too rigid and a too lax gov- 


ernment, there is reaſon to apprehend, that every civil 
conſtitution does naturally incline more towards one, 
than the other of theſe extremes. When the Federal 
Conſtitution was firſt eſtabliſhed, we had nothing to 
guide our conjectures concerning its ultimate tenden- 
cy but theory, which often miſleads the greateſt con- 
noiſſeurs in politics. Both before and fince it began 


to operate, many have been divided in their opinions 
reſpecting it. Some hoped and expected, that it 
would gradually grow ſtronger and ſtronger, and in- 
cline more and more towards monarchy ; whilit others 


hoped and expected, that it would grow weaker and 
weaker, and gradually fink down into mere democra- 
cy or levelliſm. Both thoſe parties had ſome ground 
for their different hopes and expectations. The Fed- 
eral Conſtitution does give Rulers larger powers and 
larger ſalaries, than the former State conſtitutions did, 
and thereby enables thoſe in the adminiſtration of 
government, to enforce their laws with greater ener- 
gy and effect. This ſeems to favor monarchy. For 
the more power men have, the more they oommonly 
want, and endeavor to obtain. But it is to be con- 
ſidered, that the Federal Conſtitution has made all the 
rulers elective, in a regular and rapid rotation, which 
gives the people ſufficient power to check their ambi- 
tious and tyrannical views. Beſides, the Conſtitution 
has prohibited both rulers and ſubjects from amaſſing 
exorbitant wealth, which has the greateſt tendency to 


warp a civil conftitution. Neither a ruler, nor a ſub- 


ject, can do much towards introducing arbitrary pow- 
er, without having wealth ſufficient to create dependents. 
But it is extremely diſſicult for either a ruler, or a ſub- 
ject, under our government, to make dependents, by 
public or private property. The ruler is highly re- 
ſponſible for his diſpoſal of public property, and, there- 
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fore, is under no great temptation to employ it in 
making dependents. And the ſubject is not allowed 
to entail his inheritance upon his heirs from generation 
to generation; which muſt prevent any perſon or 
family from amaſling that exorbitant wealth, which 
is prejudicial to civil liberty. Hence our conſtitution 
ſeems to be ſufficiently guarded againſt monarchy..— 
But, it muſt be allowed, that it is not ſo well guarded 
againſt democracy or levelliſm. The People have a 
right to chooſe all their own rulers very frequently, 
and to chooſe their Repreſentatives every other year. 
Theſe are the moſt numerous branch of government, 
and the moſt apt to imbibe the ſentiments of the peo- 
ple, who are always fond of leflening the powers and 
privy nods of their Rulers. The Repreſentatives, 
therefore, will naturally incline to favor popular pre- 
judices, and to encroach upon the other branches of 
the Legiſlature. This natural conjecture is already 
confirmed by the operation, as well as theory of our 
government. The Houſe have actually ſhown, in the 
courſe of their public debates, a ſtrong inclination to 
leſſen the legal prerogatives of the Preſident and Sen- 
ate. Nor 1s this all. The Conſtitution implicitly al- 
lows the People to hold meetings or Conventions, for 
the very purpoſe of inſpecting and influencing the ad- 
miniſtration of government. This liberty of the peo- 
ple has already become alarming, and loudly proclaims 
that the Federal Conſtitution leans more towards de- 
mocracy, than monarchy. Is there one intelligent 
man in America, who ſeriouſly believes, that it is ea- 
fier to turn our government into a monarchy, than 
into a democracy? Actions ſpeak louder than words. 
And the actions of our enemies declare, that they really 
believe it is much eaſier to introduce democracy, than 
e into theſe United States. We may all now 
know, which is the weakeſt fide of our government; 
and which we ought to. take the mplt care to guard 
againſt its enemies, 9 9 e i 
5. If the ſubverters of government have been juſtly 
deſcribed; then we have reaſon to conclude, that we 
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are now expoſed to the arts andi intrigues of ſuch dan. 


gerous men. It is certain, that ſome among ourſelves 
have employed their tongues and their pens, to alien- 
ate the affections-of the People from the government. 
But whether we are more in danger from men of our 
own, than from men of a foreign nation, may admit 
of a doubt. We know tha the French Republic have 
long been hoſtile to our civil Conſtitution, which has 
been ſuch a bappy ſource of our national peace and 
proſperity. Their politicians have condemned its firſt 
principles, and repreſented it as calculated to deſtroy 
all civil liberty, and to introduce abſolute deſpotiſm. 
Their ambaſſadors, conſuls, and other emiſſaries, have 
induſtriouſly endeavored to ſow the ſeeds of ſedition 
among the People, and to alienate their affections from 
their able and futhful Rulers, They have either writ- 
ten, or cauſed to be written, and circulated through 
licentious preſſes, the moſt falſe and inflammatory 
pieces, to reproach thoſe in adminiſtration, and ren- 
der them univerſally odious and contemptible. They 
have originated ſelf. created ſecret ſocieties, in order to 
embarraſs and ſtop the wheels of government. They 
have treated our Envoys F.xtraor <inary with intoler- 
able neglect, and exhauſted all their art and intrigue 


to betray them into meaſurcs, at once, deſtructive of 


our national honor, intereſt and independence. And 


after they have done all this, they not only boaſt of 


detaching our affections from our government, but 
threaten us with the weight of their vengeance, if we 
preſume to ſupport it. Surely theſe facts are ſuthcient 
to convince every candid, impartial man in America, 
that the French nation, and all who approve of their 
meaſures, are really aiming to ſubvert our government, 
and involve us in national ruin. It is time, therefore, 
{or all claſſes of people to open their eyes, and attend 
to the preſent alarming ſituation of public affairs. 


6. This diſcourſe naturally ſuggeſts various bet 


ures, which are proper to be uſed, in ſupport of our 
excellent Conſtitution againſt the arts and intrigues ot 
toreign and domeſtic enemies. Since theſe artful and 
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deligning men pretend, that opr government is bad, 

it is certainly proper, in the firſt place, to examine it 
for ourfeives. The Federal Conſtitution will bear ex- 

amination. It was framed by men of great abilities 

and political knowledge, It was, at firit, ſubmitted 
to the free and full diſcuſſion of the people. It is now 

in their hands, and they may examine it as deliberate- 

ly and critically as they pleaſe. The beſt means of in- 

formation upon the ſubject, are within their reach, — 

They may conſult either men, or baoks, or both. But, 
until they have properly informed themſelves, it is ex- 
tremely abſurd to hearken to any complaints, which 

are ſo freely thrown out againſt the national Aue 

ment, by its foreign and domeſtic enemies. If people 

in general would only examine the firſt principles and 
conſtituent parts of the Federal government, with 

care and candor, we preſume, they would be fully con- 
vinced, that no material or eſſential alteration could 
be made in it, without deſtroying its natural tenden- 
cy, to promote our national freedom and happineſs, 
Could we, as a people, only be underſtandingly and. 
heartily united in our attachment to our own govern- 
ment, it would ſtrike a fatal ſtroke to the hopes and 
exertions of foreign and domeſtic diſorganizers. Let 
us, therefore, uſe every proper method, to rece.ve and 
diffuſe juſt ideas of government, and, if poſſible, eſſect 

a general harmony in political ſentiments, It the 
friends of our Conſtitution would labor as much to 
unite the people, as ſome do to diſunite them, we might 
expect to ſce, very ſoon, one political opinion running 

through all the United States, and bidding deſiance to 

thoſe, who wiſh to divide and deftroy them. 

It is further neceflary, in order to ſupport our gov- 
ernment, to place a proper confidence in thote who 
adminiiter it. They are the men in whom. the ma- 
jority of the nation is united, and in whom the wiſ— 
dom of the nation is concentered. All our national 
wiſdom is collected in our national Council. Ihe 
wiſdom of individuals cannot operate to any advan- 


tage, only as it is conveyed to the cad of the holy 
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politic. To the head of our nation we ought to look 
up, with confidence, for wiſdom and direction. If our 
ſupreme rulers have not wiſdom enough to manage 
the national concerns, the nation muſt periſh for lack 
of knowledge. As individuals, we have no wiſdom 
nor power to govern or defend ourſelves. This our 
enemics know, and, therefore, they uſe ſo much art 
and fophiſtry, to divide our counſels, and lead us to 
withdraw our confidence from thoſe, who alone can 
deviſe and carry into effect the means of our ſafety and 
happineſs. It is of peculiar importance, at this day, 
to turn a deaf ear to the falſe and flattering language 
of the Abſaloms, who are endeavoring to ſteal away 
our affections; and to place a juſt confidence in the 
wiſdom and integrity of thoſe whom we have freely 
choſen to govern us. We have men of tried wiſdom 
and integrity at the helm of government, in whom we 
have abundant reaſon to confide, There is not, per- 
haps, a man in the world who is ſuperior to the Preſi- 
dent of theſe United States, in political wiſdom, in- 
tegrity and experience. If we cannot conſide in him 
in the diſcharge of conſtitutional duties, in whom can 
we confide ? And if we preſume to act in concert with 
his ſecret and avowed enemies, what can we expect, 
but to fall into their power, and to experience their 
tender mercy, which has proved to be the extreme of cruel- 
to millions of their deluded votaries ? 

But fince all ſecond cauſes are under the control of 
the ſupreme firſt Cauſe, it is our indiſpenſable duty to 
place our ſupreme and ultimate dependence upon him. 
For after all our endeavors to diſconcert the counſels 
of our enemies, it is in the power of the Supreme 
Diſpoſer of all events, to ſucceed, or blaſt our united 
efforts. We ought, therefore, moſt ſincercly and per- 
ſeveringly to implore the bleſſing of God upon all our 
public and private exertions, to preſerve our national 
freedom and happineſs. He can either diſpoſe our 
enemies to change their ambitious, ſanguinary coun- 
ſels. or turn them into fooliſhneſs. | 

There are weighty conſiderations, which urge us to 


4 9 


purſue theſe meaſures, with vigor and perſeverance.— 
Let us conſider, that if we once looſe our preſent Con- 
ſtitution, by the ſecret arts or open violence of our en- 
emies, they will never ſuffer us to chooſe another. — 
I know they promile to give us a better; and, hke Ab- 
ſalom, flatter us with the phantom of Liberty and E- 
quality. But let us beware of their arts, which have 
proved ſo fatal to others. How have they treated 
thoſe nations, whom they have decoyed and conquer- 
ed ? Have they given them Liberty and Equality ? No, 
they have given them nothing but Equality in pover- 
ty, miſery, and ſlavery. The French are ignorant of 
vernment. They never enjoyed this invalu- 
able bleſſing, They have experienced only tyranny, 
democracy, and anarchy. They are, notwithſtanding 
their boaſted refinement, mere novices in politics.— 
They could not, if they would, give themſelves, or 
any other nation, a free and efficient government. It 
is the height of folly in Americans, who have always 
enjoyed the largeſt portion of civil Liberty, to rely 
upon any European nation, and eſpecially upon the 
French, to teach them how to govern themſelves.— 
They have yet to learn of us, that * Liberty with Or- 
der,” is the perfection of civil policy. | 
In this connection, let us alſo reflect upon the peace 
and proſperity, which we have enjoyed under our pre- 
ſent form and adminiſtration of government. Our 
national happineſs has exceeded our moſt ſanguine 
hopes and expectations. This all parties have been 
conſtrained to acknowledge. And while the friends 
of 3 have employed this as an argument in 
its favor, its enemies have been reduced to the wretch- 
ed neceſſity of employing it as an objection againſt it. 
They tell us, we are too proſperous. We are growing 
rich and great too faſt. We are in danger of being 
ruined by our proſperity. This is undoubtedly true. 
But who can imagine, that this is an argument againſt 
the excellency of our government? It was deſigned to 
ra'ſe our national proſperity as high as poſſible. And 
fince it confeſſedly anſwers this noble and important 
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purpoſe, we are under peculiar obligations to ſupport 
it, and, if poſlible, tranſmit it to the lateſt poſterity. 
We ſhall be guilty of the baſeſt ingratitude to God, 
and to thoſe whom he raiſed up to give us our admir- 
able Conſtitution, if we entertain a thought of bar- 
tering it away for the Utopian ſcheme of Liberty and 
Equality. This is not a harmleſs, but a fatal deluſion. 
The bare experiment of it has coſt the liberty and 
lives of millions. If we have the leaſt ſpark of nation- 
al wiſdom or gratitude, we ſhall unite our efforts to 
preſerve the grand palladium of our national happi- 
neſs. And if we only do this, we have great reaſon to 
hope for ſucceſs. 

For, we ought to conſider, in the Jaſt place, that 
this is Emmanuel's land, in which he has planted his 
Church, and maintained his cauſe, by a ſeries of ſig- 
nal interpoſitions. If we act up to our profeſſion and 
obligation as a religious people, we may humbly hope, 
that the God, whom we worſhip, will defeat the ung 
pious and cruel deſigns of our inſidel enemies, who 
have denied his exiſtence and providence, and tram- 


7 
4 RY * MY Qt 
g f Nt) 88 


pled upon his word and all his ſacred inſtitutions. It 
1s a token for good, that our firſt Magiſtrate has called 
upon us, this day, to humble ourſelves before God,and 
unitedly implore his mercy, If we rend our hearts 
and not our garments ; if we ſincerely repent and re- 
form, we may ſafely confide in God for pardon and 

eliverance, according to the eſtabliſhed rule of his 
conduct towards a penitent and reformed people.— 
At what inſtant { ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, 
and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up and to pull 
down and to deſtroy it : If that nation, againſt whom 
have pronounced, urn from their evil, J will repeat of 
the evil that I thought to do unto them.,”'—AMEN. . 
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